University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute Population Estimates Program

Census 2010 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File Release
On March 22, 2011, the U.S. Census Bureau released its 2010 Redistricting Data for Massachusetts.  The files break down the 2010 Census population counts by race, Hispanic origin, voting age, and housing unit data for small areas in the state.  The official U.S. Census Release and all detailed tables can be found at: 

http://2010.census.gov/news/releases/operations/cb11-cn104.html
Introduction
The following profile of Massachusetts is based on local data recently released by the Census Bureau from the Census 2010 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.  Comparisons are made between 2000 and 2010 Census figures in order to highlight significant changes over the decade.  Selected census data are reported for the state, counties, and cities and towns.  This summary serves as an interim update on Massachusetts until more detailed population and housing data from the 2010 Census are released later this year.  

Total Population  

State - The 2010 Census counted a total population of 6,547,629 in Massachusetts, an increase of 198,532 residents or 3.1% since the last Census in 2000.  This marked the slowest decennial rate of population growth in Massachusetts since the 1970s when the state grew by only 0.8%.  Due to this slowdown in growth, Massachusetts dropped in rank from the 13th to 14th most populous state in the nation, being surpassed by Washington.    
The historical pattern of population growth in Massachusetts is depicted in Figure 1.  The state’s population has increased in every decade since the first federal census in 1790.  This means that the 2010 Census marks the 22nd consecutive decade of population growth for Massachusetts.  The number of residents approached 1 million in 1850 and exceeded 2 million by 1890, more than doubling in 40 years.  By 1930, the population had more than doubled again, surpassing 4 million, and reached over 5 million by 1960 and over 6 million by 1990.  Click here to view full sized chart. 

[image: image1.emf]Figure 1. Population of Massachusetts, 1790-2010 
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Figure 2 shows population growth rates by decade for Massachusetts, the Northeast region, and the United States over the past 100 years.  Growth rates for the state and region have been lower than national growth rates, but trends are roughly parallel, with all three areas having experienced slowdowns during the 1930s, 1970s, and 2000s.  The rate of population growth in Massachusetts lagged behind the Northeast until the 1960s, then met or exceeded the regional rate through the 1990s before falling behind again by 0.1% in the last decade (3.1% versus 3.2%).    Click here to view full sized chart.
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Population Change Since 2000

The following section summarizes population gains and losses within Massachusetts at the county and sub-county levels.  Note that this analysis compares 2010 counts against unrevised Census 2000 counts which are provided in the Census 2000 Summary Files.  This means that the 2000 Census data used here do not incorporate population changes resulting from legal boundary updates, other geographic program changes, and Count Question Resolution actions.  Note that the resulting numeric and percentage changes provided here will differ from other analyses that compare the 2010 data to revised 2000 Census counts.  

Counties - Population increases were recorded in 11 of the 14 counties in Massachusetts.  Dukes County (10.3%) and Nantucket County (6.8%) were the fastest growing counties, though their resident populations are relatively small.  Worcester County (6.3%), Plymouth County (4.7%), Suffolk County (4.7%), Hampshire County (3.8%), and Norfolk County (3.2%) also grew faster than the state as a whole.  By contrast, Essex County (2.7%), Middlesex County (2.6%), Bristol County (2.5%), and Hampden County (1.6%) all lagged behind the state.  Population losses were experienced in Barnstable County (-2.9%), Berkshire County (-2.8%), and Franklin County (-0.2%).  
The largest numerical gain was in Worcester County (47,589), where the population reached nearly 800,000 in 2010.  Middlesex County grew by 37,689, bringing its population to over 1.5 million, and Suffolk County added 32,216 residents for a new total of 722,023.  Other notable gains were recorded in Plymouth County (22,097), Norfolk County (20,542), Essex County (19,740), and Bristol County (13,607).  Smaller increases occurred in Hampden County (7,262) and Hampshire County (5,829).  
Cities and Towns – All but three of the twenty most populous cities and towns grew over the decade.  The fastest growing among these was Plymouth (9.2%), the only newcomer to the top 20, reaching a population of 56,468 in 2010.  Boston, by far the largest city in the state, increased from 589,141 in 2000 to 617,594 in 2010, a gain of 28,453 residents or 4.8%.  Quincy also grew by 4.8 %.  Growing at an even faster pace were Lawrence (6.0%), Malden (5.5%), and Worcester (4.9%).  The only other top 20 places to exceed the state rate of population growth were Cambridge (3.8%) and Haverhill (3.2%).  Three of the largest places lost population: Fall River (-3.4%), Somerville (-2.2%), and Brockton (-0.5%).  
Figure 3 shows the rate of population change from 2000 to 2010 for all 351 cities and towns in Massachusetts.  Values ranged from -21.0% to 33.7%, including 171 cities and towns which grew faster than the state, 80 which grew slower, and 100 which lost population.  To see data for all Massachusetts cities and towns, link to Table 1. Population Change at the State, County and Minor Civil Division: Massachusetts, 2000 to 2010.
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(Click here to view to full sized map.)
Population Age 18+

State - According to the Census, the population age 18+ in Massachusetts increased from 4,849,033 in 2000 to 5,128,706 in 2010.  That was a gain of 279,673 residents age 18+, or 5.8% for this age category compared to 3.1% for state population as a whole.  As a result, the percent of voting age population climbed from 76.4% in 2000 to 78.3% in 2010.   Within the voting population, the percentage of single race Black or African American increased from 4.9% in 2000 to 6.2% in 2010.  The share of single race Asian increased from 3.7% of the total 18+ population to 5.3%.   Finally, the percentage of the 18+ population reported as Hispanic or Latino origin of any race increased from 5.6% to 8.1%, while the White alone-not Hispanic percentage decreased from 83.9% to 78.6%.
For full details, link to the U.S. Census Bureau’s Table 2. Population by Race and Hispanic Origin for All Ages and for 18 Years and Over, for Massachusetts: 2000 and 2010.
Population by Race 
State - In the 2010 Census, 97.4% of the total population of Massachusetts reported one race and only 2.6% reported two or more races.  The vast majority of persons of two or more races (22.7%) identified themselves as a combination of White; Black or African American.    
Among persons reporting only one race, Whites declined by -102,050 or -1.9% over the decade.  The only other category to decline was Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islanders (-266 or –10.7%).  All other single race categories added population.  Asians had the most rapid increase, growing by 46.9% (111,644) or 15 times faster than the total population.  Black or African Americans also exceeded the overall rate, growing by 26.5% (90,944) or 8.5 times faster than the state population.    

As a result of differential growth, the percent of Asian population increased from 3.8% in 2000 to 5.3% in 2010, and the percent of Black or African American population increased from 5.4% to 6.6%.  By contrast, the percent of White population decreased from 84.5% to 80.4%.  
The growth rate was also high for American Indian and Alaska Natives (3,835 or 25.5%), but their base population is relatively small, and their share of total population remained relatively stable at 0.2% to 0.3% over the decade.   
Counties

Figure 4 shows the composition of the population by race in 2010 for all 14 counties in Massachusetts.  (Note that the Race categories are distinct from Hispanic or Latino origin categories.  See Figure 5 for a map that also displays Hispanic origin by county.) (Click here to view to full sized Figure 4 map.)
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The largest Black or African American population lived in Suffolk County (156,292), comprising over one-fifth (21.6%) of the total residents.  Middlesex County (70,021) had the next largest Black or African American population numerically, comprising 4.7% of the total county population.  Hampden and Plymouth counties ranked second and third behind Suffolk in terms of percent of total population at 9% and 7.2%, respectively, Black or African American.
Middlesex County had the largest number of Asians (139,943), comprising 9.3% of the total residents.  Asian populations over 50,000 were also counted in Suffolk County (59,429) and Norfolk County (57,803), comprising 8.2% and 8.6% of total residents, respectively.  These three counties also ranked as top three in terms of Asian population as a percentage of total county population.
Cities and towns  

Among all cities and towns in the state, Boston had the largest Black or African American population, numbering 150,437 or nearly one-quarter (24.4%) of its total residents.  Springfield‘s Black or African American population was the second highest in the state (34,073 or 22.3%), followed by Brockton (29,276 or 31.2%) and Worcester (21,056 or 11.6%).  

Boston also had the largest Asian population (55,235 or 8.9%), followed by Quincy (22,174 or 24.0%), Lowell (21,513 or 20.2%), and Cambridge (15,879 or 15.1%).     

To see Race Composition and Hispanic Origin data for all Massachusetts counties, cities, and towns, link to UMDI Tables 2.1. Population by Race and Hispanic Origin for State, County and Minor Civil Division level, 2000 to 2010: Numeric Change; Table 2.2. Population by Race and Hispanic Origin for State, County and Minor Civil Division level, 2000 to 2010: Percentage Change; and Table 2.3. Population by Race and Hispanic Origin for State, County and Minor Civil Division level, 2010: as a Percentage of the Total Population.  Also see U.S. Census Bureau Table 5. The Counties and Most Populous Cities and Towns by Race and Hispanic Origin in Massachusetts: 2010.
Population by Hispanic or Latino origin        

State - The 2010 Census reported 627,654 persons of Hispanic or Latino origin in the state, a population gain of 198,925 over the past decade.  This means that the number of persons of Hispanic or Latino origin grew by 46.4% or nearly 15 times faster than the state’s total population.  As a result, the share of population comprised by persons of Hispanic and Latino origin rose from 6.8% in 2000 to 9.6% in 2010.  
As mentioned above, the White population (identified by single race) was the only race category to decline between 2000 and 2010 with the exception of Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islanders.  The cross-classification of persons by race and Hispanic or Latino origin reveals opposite experiences among subgroups of the White population: Whites who were Not Hispanic or Latino origin decreased by -213,559 or -4.1%, while Whites who were Hispanic or Latino origin increased by 111,509 or 66.0% over the decade.  When the two subgroups are combined, the result is a net decline of -102,050 or -1.9% in the White population of the state.    
Figure 5 below displays the Hispanic and Non-Hispanic population breakdown by race and by Massachusetts County for 2010.  In it, Hispanic or Latino Origin population of any race are all included in “Hispanic”.
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(Click here to view to full sized map.)
Counties- Suffolk County had the largest population of Hispanic or Latino origin (of any race), numbering 143,455 or nearly one-fifth (19.9%) of its total population.  Essex County had the second largest population of persons of Hispanic or Latino origins (any race) (122,475 or 16.5%).  Middlesex County (98,350 or 6.7%) and Hampden County (96,776 or 20.9%) both consist of nearly 100,000 residents of Hispanic or Latino origin.  In terms of percentage of total county population, Hampden County ranked first at 20.9% followed by Suffolk at 19.9% and Essex at 16.5%.
Cities and towns - Among all Massachusetts cities and towns, Boston proved to have the largest population of persons of Hispanic or Latino origin (107,917 or 17.5%), followed by Springfield (59,451 or 38.8%) and Lawrence (56,363 or 73.8%).  Worcester (37,818 or 20.9%), Lynn (29,013 or 32.1%), and Chelsea (21,855 or 62.1%) were the only other municipalities with more than 20,000 residents of Hispanic or Latino origin.  The highest percent of population reported as Hispanic or Latino in origin belonged to Lawrence at 73.8%. The next highest population percentages were in Chelsea (62.1%), Holyoke (48.4%) and Springfield (38.8%).
To see Race Composition and Hispanic Origin data for all Massachusetts counties, cities, and towns, link to UMDI Table 2.3. Population by Race and Hispanic Origin for State, County and Minor Civil Division level, 2010: as a Percentage of the Total Population.
Housing Units
State - The 2010 Census counted a total of 2,808,254 housing units in Massachusetts, an increase of 186,265 units or 7.1% from 2000.  
Counties – All 14 counties in Massachusetts experienced housing growth from 2000 to 2010.  The largest amount occurred in Middlesex County, where there was a gain of 35,323 housing units or 6.1%.  The fastest rate of growth, however, was in Nantucket County where the number of housing units increased by 26.1% (2,408).  Other areas with double-digit growth rates in housing units included Dukes County (2,352 or 15.9%) and Plymouth County (18,637 or 10.3%).  Housing units in Worcester County (28,629 or 9.6%), Barnstable County (13,198 or 9.0%), and Suffolk County (23,002 or 7.9%) also grew at a faster pace than in the state as a whole.      

Cities and towns

In 3 of the 20 most populous cities and towns the rate of growth in housing units exceeded the state level.  Plymouth had the fastest rate of growth (16.7% or 3,550), followed by Boston (8.2% or 20,546), and Haverhill (8.1% or 1,920).  The slowest housing growth among the top 20 municipalities was recorded in Brookline (0.1% or 35) and Springfield (0.9% or 534).     
Vacant Units

State - There were a total of 261,179 vacant units recorded in Massachusetts in the 2010 Census, compared with 178,409 in the 2000 Census.  The overall vacancy rate for the state rose from 6.8% in 2000 to 9.3% in 2010.  In comparison, the vacancy rate in 1990 was 9.1%.
It should be noted that the housing data reported here include seasonal units, and, therefore, do not necessarily reflect trends in year-round housing.  Housing trends will become clearer when more detailed census data are released later this year, allowing separate calculations for year round units versus seasonal units, and for owner units versus rental units, as well as data on reasons for vacancy status (rented or sold awaiting occupancy, occasional use, off the market, etc.)  It should also be noted that while the percentage of units that are vacant increased from 2000, the absolute number of occupied units in the state did also increase over this same time period.   The number of occupied units increased by 103,495:  from 2,443,580 in 2000 to 2,547,075 in 2010.  The number of vacant units increased by 82,770:  from 178,409 in 2000 to 261,179 in 2010. See figure 6 below. (Click here to view full sized chart.)
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Counties - The largest number of vacant units was recorded in Barnstable County, where there were 64,526 units or an overall vacancy rate of 40.3%.  Even higher overall vacancy rates were recorded in Nantucket County (63.6% or 7,389) and Dukes County (57.1% or 9,820).  These three counties combined accounted for 31.3% of all vacant units in the state.  The counties with the lowest overall vacancy rates were Norfolk County (4.6%), Middlesex (5.1%), Hampshire County (6.2%), and Hampden County (6.4%).  All counties experienced increases in the overall vacancy rate during the decade, ranging from an increase of 0.4% in Dukes County (56.7% to 57.1%) to an increase of 4.7% in Barnstable County (35.5% to 40.3%).    

Cities and towns

In 3 of the 20 most populous cities and towns, the overall vacancy rate exceeded the state level.  Among these, Plymouth had the highest overall vacancy rate (14.2%), followed by Fall River (10.0%), and New Bedford (9.7%).  The lowest overall vacancy rates among the top 20 places were recorded in Newton (4.5%), Somerville (4.8%), and Framingham (4.9%).  All of the top 20 places experienced increases in the overall vacancy rate during the decade, ranging from an increase of 0.9% in Plymouth (13.3% to 14.2%) to an increase of 3.6% in Lynn (3.3% to 6.9%).     
Among all cities and towns in Massachusetts, the highest vacancy rates were found in the Cape Cod and Islands towns of Gosnold (81.9%), Chilmark (75.2%), Aquinnah (71.2%), and Wellfleet (68.3%).  Again, because this data does not distinguish between seasonal and year-round units, it is not surprising to find the highest vacancy rates within the seasonal resort areas of the state.  The towns with the highest percentage point increase in their vacancy rates were likewise found in the Cape Cod area, and also in the Berkshires. These were Egremont (9.2% increase), West Stockbridge (8.9%), Stockbridge (8.8%), and Dennis (8.8%).
To see housing unit detail for all Massachusetts cities and towns, link to Table 3. Number of Housing Units at the State, County and Minor Civil Division level: 2000 to 2010.
Figure 7 below shows the percentage point change in vacancy rates from 2000 to 2010 for Massachusetts cities and towns. (Click here to view full sized map.)
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