2007 County Characteristics Release
On August 7, 2008, the U.S. Census Bureau released its 2007 County Characteristics Estimates for Massachusetts, Puerto Rico and the United States.  These estimates break down the 2007 estimated county populations by age, gender, race, and Hispanic origin.  The official U.S. Census Release, including national highlights and all detailed tables can be found at: http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/012463.html
Below, the Population Estimates Project of the UMass Donahue Institute summarizes the findings and highlights for Massachusetts counties. See also the Appendices to this document for tables showing Massachusetts data and data trends. 
Comments on Minority vs. White Alone population in Massachusetts

See tables in Appendix A. 
Overall in MA, minority population increased at a rate of 3.08% percentage points from 2000 to 2007, as compared to 3.49% points for the U.S. as a whole.   This increase is at a smaller rate than the national increase of 3.49% for U.S. as a whole. This brings MA minority population to 20.27% in 2007 as compared to the U.S. at 33.99%.  Suffolk County saw a slight increase of 0.05% in the white only population from 2006 to 2007, however the overall trend from 2000-2007 still increased minority population in Suffolk County by 0.34 percentage points.  Largest 2000-2007 increases in minority populations are seen in Nantucket (5.17% points), Norfolk (4.85%) and Essex (4.05%) counties.  The smallest increases were seen in Suffolk 0.34%; Barnstable 1.05% and Hampshire 1.27% counties. However, it should be noted that Suffolk County still has the largest minority population as % of Population: 47.03%in 2007 as compared to state average of 20.27% and U.S. average of 33.99%. Suffolk is followed by Hampden County 28.75% minority population in 2007 and Essex County at 20.48%. These are also the only 3 counties with minority % higher than state average of 20.47%.  
Comments on the Hispanic Population in Massachusetts
See tables in Appendices B and C.

The MA Hispanic population is 8.18% of the total population as compared to 15.09% in the U.S. as a whole. Highest percentages of Hispanics are seen in Hampden County at 18.10%, followed by Suffolk at 17.69%, and Essex at 13.95%. These are also the only three counties with a higher Hispanic population percentage than the Massachusetts average of 8.18%.  Of these three counties, Hampden and Suffolk also have a higher percentage of Hispanics than national average of 15.09%. 

Other Non-Hispanic Minorities
See tables in Appendices B and C.

Among other Non-Hispanic races, the Non-Hispanic black population in Massachusetts is 5.91%, compared to 12.28% for the U.S. as a whole; however it is higher than the national % in Suffolk County at 20.28%.  Other counties where % non-Hispanic black is higher than state average are: Nantucket 9.63%, Plymouth 7.67, and Hampden 7.64%.
Non-Hispanic Asian population in MA at 4.83%, is higher than the U.S. total of 4.34%, with higher than average populations in Middlesex (8.36%), Norfolk (7.72%) and Suffolk (7.61%) counties.  Other non -Hispanic minority groups, including AIAN
 and NHOPI in MA are less than national %, 0.20% compared to 0.76% for AIAN and 0.04% compared to 0.14% for NHOPI.  
Comments on Age Groups in Massachusetts

See tables in Appendix D.

Median Age: 
Massachusetts is older than the U.S. as a whole, with a median age of 38.5 years, compared to 36.6 years in the U.S. as a whole. Within Massachusetts, the youngest counties are Suffolk, with a median age of 34.2, followed by Hampshire (35.9) and Nantucket (37.7.  The oldest counties are Barnstable, with a median age of 46.3, followed by Dukes (43.6) and Berkshire (42.7).

Selected Age Groups:

The Under 5 population in Massachusetts, at 5.84% of the total population, is lower than the national average of 6.87%.  Within Massachusetts, the largest percentage of children aged 0-4 are found in Nantucket (7.19%) followed by Essex (6.19%) and Plymouth (6.18%).  The smallest percentage of children under 5 is found in Barnstable County (4.26%). 
The percentage of the age group 5-17 in Massachusetts, at (16.37%) is also below the U.S. average (17.63%), with largest percentages found in Plymouth (18.31%), Hampden (17.88%), and Worcester (17.75%) counties, and smallest percentage found in Hampshire County (12.57%).  
For the group 18-24, Massachusetts has a higher percentage (9.94%) than the U.S. average (9.78%), most likely due to the large percentage of college students in our state.  Highest percentages of this age group are found in Hampshire (20.41%), Suffolk (13.35%) and Hampden (10.42%) counties, also explained by the concentration of colleges in these areas.  The smallest concentration of this group is in Barnstable County (7.23%).
Among 25-64 year olds, commonly known as the “working age population”, the Massachusetts percentage of 54.53%is slightly higher than the U.S., at 53.16%, with the largest concentrations in Nantucket (61.42%), Franklin (57.08%) and Suffolk (56.09%)counties, and the smallest percentage in Hampshire (50.68%)county.

Finally, the Massachusetts 65 and over population at 13.32% is higher in percentage than the U.S. overall, at 12.56%.  Within Massachusetts, we find the largest concentration in Barnstable (23.57%) and the smallest in Nantucket (10.42%) and Suffolk (10.82%).  

Age trends:
See also tables in Appendix E.

From 2000 to 2007 the Massachusetts population increased or decreased by the following percentage points, as compared to the U.S. as a whole:
	Age group
	% point increase 2000-2007 MA
	% point increase 2000-2007 U.S.

	<5
	-0.4%
	0.1%

	5-17
	-1.0%
	-1.2%

	18-24
	0.8%
	0.1%

	25-64
	0.8%
	0.9%

	65+
	-0.2%
	0.1%


�should these be spelled out - depending on the readership...





